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Let's start with the bad news: tenants in California hoping to break their lease early don't have a lot of legal leverage. Your landlord isn't required to let you terminate your lease, except in a handful of very specific scenarios. So, even if your landlord agrees to let you out of the agreement, there's a good chance it will cost you. But if you go into the
process with a thorough knowledge of California rental law—and a good argument for why you need to leave—there's a possibility you can break a lease with a reduced (or nonexistent) fee. Read through the tactics below and decide if one or more of them could work for you.Make sure this is the best option for youlf you're dead-set on leaving your
rental without paying a fee, your best bet is to either find a subletter or transfer your lease. Why? Except in a handful of scenarios, landlords in California aren’t legally required to let you out of your lease early—which means they often charge hefty lease break fees in return. So make sure you’ve weighed your options for getting out of a lease early
before moving forward with the lease breaking process.Figure out if you can break your lease under California lawIn California, there are only a few scenarios where renters are allowed to break their lease early without a landlord’s agreement. According to state and federal law, you can definitely terminate your lease if:There are a lot of other good
reasons to break a lease: buying a house, relocating for a job, or being laid off. None of these are covered by the law, however. Instead, you'll need to double-check your lease.Re-read your lease agreementGo through your lease carefully to see if it mentions any situation where you might be allowed to terminate your lease early. There's a chance that
it includes a clause about family emergencies or deaths, or even a sudden job loss or relocation. Some leases also lay out the general process for ending a lease early (which is legal), while others include a specific dollar amount for the early termination fee. Based on the way California law governs these fees, that part of the lease probably wouldn’t
hold up in court—although if it’s a reasonable amount of money, you're still allowed to take your landlord up on it. Negotiate with your landlordIf your situation isn’t covered by the law or your lease, then you’ll need to talk to your landlord. Make it clear to them that the situation is out of your control. Even better if you can back up your story with
hard evidence, such as a letter from an employer or a doctor's note testifying that your parents are seriously ill. Also, think about whether moving out early could actually benefit your landlord in some way. Are you improving the leasing schedule by moving out during the spring or summer? Do units in your area rent for even more now than you're
currently paying? (California has statewide rent control—and many cities, like San Francisco and Los Angeles have even stricter regulations—but your landlord will have the opportunity to raise the rent as much as they want if you move out.) You'll probably be more successful with smaller landlords, rather than a large management company with less
flexibility.Move out and hope your landlord re-rents quicklyIf your landlord's lease break fee is just way too high—and you live in an area that's popular with renters—then you may be better off relying on something called "damage mitigation." Under California law, a landlord is required to make a reasonable effort to re-rent as soon as they find out
you're leaving. They can only charge you for the time that it wasn't occupied by a new tenant, plus any extra charges they incurred by showing or advertising the unit. (Plus, if your landlord had to price the unit lower to rent it out, you're also required to pay the difference in rent for the rest of your lease.)If you know that you’ll be leaving a month or
two in advance, you can give your landlord the heads up so they can get started showing the place. You can also search for a new tenant yourself and refer them to the landlord—if you can get someone lined up to move in as soon as you move out, you may not owe anything to your landlord at all. Just make sure the applicant is as qualified as you when
it comes to income and credit history. Otherwise your landlord can legally reject their rental application.Make it official with paperworkCongratulations! You've been able to work something out with your landlord. Now make sure to get it in writing. The best way to do this is to prepare a document—often called a "mutual termination of tenancy
agreement"—that outlines the specifics of your arrangement with your landlord.Related articles The information provided on this website does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice. A lease termination letter can be used to end a lease agreement early or to confirm that an expiring lease term won’t renew. If you need to end your lease
early, most lease agreements require you to give written notice within a certain number of days before moving out. Even if your lease doesn’t specifically require written notice, using a lease termination letter will protect you in the event of a later dispute. Table of Contents How to Write a Lease Termination Letter Whether you're a landlord who
needs to send a lease termination letter to a tenant, or a tenant who needs to send one to your landlord, a simple lease termination letter should include the following basic elements: Landlord: Name of the party who owns the premises being rented Tenant: Name of the party who rents the premises and pays the landlord Original rental agreement:
Landlord and tenant contact info, address of the premises, start and end dates of the agreement Vacate date: When the tenant will move out and leave the property Forwarding address: Where to send future notices or security deposit Reason for termination: Why the agreement is ending Use our comprehensive lease termination letter template to
ensure you include all the necessary information, or use our document builder to generate a complete lease termination letter. Use this lease termination letter to end a lease agreement with your tenant. Use this lease termination letter to end a lease agreement with your landlord. Sample Lease Termination Letter In the following lease termination
letter sample, the landlord is informing the tenant that their lease won’t be renewed at the end of the lease term. Tips for Writing a Lease Termination Letter Here are a few general rules to follow when writing your lease termination letter: Proofread for errors. Be sure to check dates and spelling to make sure the information is accurate. Keep it
clear. You should include a clear reason for your early termination, especially if your lease only allows early termination under certain circumstances. For example, leases generally allow a tenant to leave early if the premises aren’t habitable and the landlord hasn’t made repairs. Check the lease for where and how to deliver it. Leases often tell you
where to give notice and sometimes even specify how it must be delivered. Don’t sit on it. Once you know you need to terminate your lease early, write and send your lease termination letter as soon as possible. If you're terminating early, it’s better to give the other party as much notice as possible so they can plan accordingly. FAQs 1. How do you
write a 30-day notice to move out? To write a 30-day notice to move out, include the date of the notice, the intended move-out date, the reason for moving out, where future notices can be sent (forwarding address), and key information about the lease including landlord and tenant information. Make sure the date on the notice (postmarked or
delivered date) is at least 30 days before the move-out date. 2. How do I write a 60-day lease termination letter? When writing a 60-day lease termination letter, include the date of the notice, the date the lease will end, landlord and tenant contact information, the key terms of the original lease, and the reason for termination. Make sure the date on
the termination letter is at least 60 days before the move-out date. Giving Your Landlord a Lease Termination Letter by Ronna L. Del.oe, Esq. If you're terminating your lease early, you'll need to draft a letter explaining yourself and provide additional information. by Ronna L. DeLoe, Esq. updated September 03, 2020 - 4min read Living in a rented
apartment with a fixed lease term, such as one year, allows you to feel secure that you have a place to stay. Sometimes, however, a fixed lease term is a mixed blessing, especially if you need to get out of your lease before the term is up. Breaking your lease isn't always difficult, but a lot depends on what's in the lease agreement. Termination Clause
in the Lease Lease termination is easy if there's a termination clause in your lease. If the lease allows you to break it early, follow the terms in the lease. For example, if the lease requires you to give 30 days' notice and pay a fee of one month's rent, then give the landlord 30 days' written notice, pay the fee, and make sure you're out of the apartment
within the 30 days. No Early Termination Clause in the Lease Termination is more difficult if there's no early termination clause in the lease. However, some special circumstances allow you to break the lease and not be responsible for additional rent such as when: You're being deployed by the military. You're fleeing the premises because of domestic
violence. The apartment is uninhabitable because of the landlord's failure to repair despite your written requests to make repairs. In some states, you're going into a retirement home. In each case, notify the landlord by writing an early termination of lease letter so they're not in the dark. If you don't notify the landlord, you may have to pay all of the
remaining rent, or they could sue you for the rent plus court costs. Mutual Lease Termination Agreement If your lease doesn't have an early termination clause and you don't have special circumstances, the next step is to negotiate with your landlord. Life brings unexpected changes, such as job relocation, divorce, and loss of income. If the landlord
knows you truly need to leave, they may give you a mutual lease termination agreement. Mutual lease termination agreements are contracts where you and the landlord agree, in writing, that you'll vacate the apartment by a certain date. Usually at least one of the following applies in exchange for your not paying the remaining rent: You'll forfeit your
security deposit. You'll pay a few months' rent. You'll pay an agreed-upon fee. You won't pay anything so long as you find a new tenant. You won't pay anything if you sublease the apartment. You may want to have an attorney review your mutual termination agreement before you sign it. You can put whatever terms you want in your agreement. If
you're not forfeiting your security deposit, make sure the agreement states the date by which the landlord must return the security deposit. Termination of Lease Letter If you have to break your lease, you must send the landlord a termination of lease letter. In most states, you must give at least 30 days' notice, and you have to vacate before the 30
days are up. Sixty days' notification of lease termination is even better, and some states require it. Sixty days usually gives the landlord time to find another tenant. In most states, landlords have the duty to minimize the financial damage, which is known as "mitigating the damages." This means the landlord can't sit idly by, allowing the apartment to
remain empty while charging you a lease termination fee. The landlord must proactively seek a suitable tenant to replace you. A replacement tenant relieves you of most of your indebtedness to the landlord. Contents of a Termination of Lease Letter A termination letter requires a short, to-the-point, and somewhat formal structure. It should contain
the essentials, such as: Your name, and the landlord's name and address The date you're writing the letter Informing the landlord you're breaking your lease early The reason why you're breaking your lease The building and apartment you're vacating The date by which you're vacating Acknowledging, if applicable, that the lease requires a certain
penalty if you break the lease early Acknowledging you'll pay the landlord the above penalty when you vacate Asking the landlord when they'll inspect the apartment Providing your new address and phone number Reminding the landlord that you're still entitled to your security deposit Noting that you'll clean the apartment and return the keys Your
name and signature Make a copy of the lease termination letter, and don't move out without sending it to the landlord first. If you fail to give the landlord proper notice, they can sue you or charge you rent for the remaining months on the lease. Above all, help ensure the landlord actually receives the letter. You can send it by either certified and
regular mail, or hand-deliver it. If you need assistance preparing the lease termination letter, you can find templates online, or you can consult with an attorney. Ready to start your Termination of Lease Letter? GET STARTED NOW Contents 4 min read Ready to start your Termination of Lease Letter? GET STARTED NOW This portion of the site is for
informational purposes only. The content is not legal advice. The statements and opinions are the expression of the author, not LegalZoom, and have not been evaluated by LegalZoom for accuracy, completeness, or changes in the law. Business Management Termination And Release Agreement - How to Guide 1. Overview The end of an agreement is
as important as its beginning. A change in the business climate or in the parties’ goals may signal that it’s time to terminate the contract and release the parties from their duties. A clean break will give both parties peace of mind, discharging their obligations and leading to an amicable conclusion of the arrangement. Business Management
Assignment Of Residential Lease With Landlord Consent - How to Guide 1. Overview Occasionally, tenants want to leave a rental property before the end of their lease. Individuals may take new jobs in new cities, and companies may go out of business or sell their enterprise to a third party. Whatever the reason, tenants can transfer their lease
interests to new parties by completing an assignment of the lease.
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